
 

French Program Review FAQ’s 

1. Why is a Program Review necessary? 
 
Certain schools can be over capacity due to new residential growth, specific programs being located at the school or 
other factors. Transferring students and programs to other schools that have space helps reduce over capacity 
pressures, use of portables and balances enrolment at our schools.   
 

2. When would the change in programming occur? 
 
It is recommended that any changes will take effect at the beginning of the 2017 – 2018 school year. 
 

3. Will there be any changes to means of transportation to and from the schools? 
 
Students who require bussing to and from their French as a Second Language (FSL) school site will continue to 
receive this service if they are not within walking distance (as per policy) of their school. 
 

4. Will this change affect any other attendance areas? 
 
Changes to regular program attendance areas are not anticipated at this time. 
 

5. Can a sibling of a student in the French program attend the same school? 
 
Siblings can only attend the same school if that is their designated home school. 
 

6. Will my child have to go to a different school for JK/SK? 
 
Applying and commitment to the FSL program within the SCDSB is a voluntary decision. Students may be required 
to attend a different school for JK/SK before moving to their FSL site for Grade 1 entry. As the program continues to 
grow, more sites may be provided which will minimize the frequency of students having to switch schools after SK. 
 

7. Will there be an opportunity to provide feedback to the board?  
 
Yes, feedback forms can be obtained at your school and/or available the night of the meeting. 
 

8. How much space is designated in a school for the FSL program? 
 
Program space is reviewed every year and in instances of heightened pressures in a school(s), a recommendation 
may be provided in the SCDSB’s annual Capital Plan to conduct a program review to alleviate enrolment pressures 
and continue the growth of the FSL program. 
 

9. What is the retention factor for the FI program? If it continues to grow, won’t there be a lack of space, and 
ultimately the need for more full-track FI schools? 
 
Retention in the FI program has so far been strong since being implemented a few years back. The program is 
expected to grow in future years with the EFSL (Extended French as a Second Language) program being phased 
out. The 2016-17 school year is the final school year for Grade 5 EFSL entry.  
 

For more information on the SCDSB’s FSL program, please visit: http://scdsb.on.ca/Programs/Pages/French-
Programs.aspx.    
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